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Some impact fees to be refunded soon

Posted: 2011 Dec 30 - 00:36

By Jessica Tuggle

jtuggle@ hom etow nnew sol.com

INDIAN RIVER CO UNTY - Refunding unused traffic im pact fees, the topic of 

m any a long discussion in the Indian River County Com m ission cham bers 

this year, m ay soon find its w ay to the pockets of som e county residents.

The com m issioners voted 4-1 during the Dec. 20 m eeting to refund som e of 

the m oney in a traffic im pact fee fund to current residents in the barrier 

island area.

About $132,000 is w hat is left of unspent traffic im pact fees collected on the 

barrier island area before 1999, along w ith som e interest. The total fund 

am ount is m ore than $1 m illion, but it w as unclear exactly how  m uch m ore 

of the m oney w as interest that w ould also be returned.

A traffic im pact fee is a fee im posed by localgovernm ents to offset the 

costs of new  developm ent and its im pact on the road system .

Com m issioner Bob Solari dissented on the vote because he believes all of 

the m oney should be refunded.

County staff w anted to use the w hole am ount to im prove the Highw ay A1A 

and 17th Street intersection, but a county ordinance states the im pact fee 

m oney m ust be spent w ithin six years of being collected, or be returned to 

the property ow ners w ho paid it out.

If unused after six years, the county then allow s hom eow ners - or those 

currently living on the property the im pact fee paid for - to apply for a 

refund, for up to one year. If no one applies, the m oney reverts back to the 

county's possession.

Earlier this year, it w as brought to the com m issioners' attention that the 

process to get the refunds is confusing and difficult for average 

hom eow ners to understand, and the notification process of telling the 

hom eow ners the refund is available, isn't clear either. Therefore, several 

m em bers of the com m unity said the m oney should still be paid to 

hom eow ners, since they w eren't aw are they could get their m oney back.

After m uch discussion, the com m issioners voted to pay out the m oney ow ed 

to current property ow ners in the area, w ho paid im pact fees m ost recently, 

or the people w ho are currently living on the property, and w ork backw ard 

until the m oney runs out.
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